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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 2 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 29 August 2006 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
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NON-FINAL REJECTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only that which is 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

For example, on Page 21, line 8: "disk part 78" should be -disk part 68-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 includes the limitation "other media" which is unclear as to what the other media 
is being claimed. Furthermore, the limitation "swing stopper being saved from the 
selected medium" is unclear. It appears from the Drawings and Specification, that the 
term saved should be changed to --removed away from- or -rotated away from--; since 
the term "saved" does not define in which direction the stopper moves. 
Further correction required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-2 are rejected, as best understood, under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Otsuki (US 2003/01 12718). 

Re claim I: Otsuki discloses a playback apparatus 1 for recording medium comprising: 

a receiving chamber 6 in which a plurality of holding members 21 for holding 
recording media D are overlapped; 
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a playback device 7 for moving in a direction of the overlapped recording media 
(XI -X2 direction, for instance) and clamping a selected recording medium held by the 
holding member for playback (para.0046); 

a separating device 19 (Fig.7) for positioning the holder holding the selected 
recording medium at a position respectively predetermined by separating the holder 
holding the selected recording medium from the other holder in the direction of the 
overlapped recording media at the time when the playback device plays back the selected 
recording medium (pa.ra,004I-QQ42); 

a transporting device 8 for transporting the playback device to a position where 
the playback device faces a recording surface of the selected recording medium; 

a first stopper 39 being attached to a first wall 4 in the direction of overlapping the 
holding members (Z1-Z2 direction, for instance) and interposed between a slot 2a and the 
holding members, the first stopper moving with the playback device (by way of 
activating arm 35, member 39 includes a switching member that moves locking arm 39a 
up and down a shaft) and supporting the other media at the first wall side from the 
selected recording medium when the playback device playing back the selected recording 
medium (para.0047); 

a second stopper 1 7 being attached to a second wall 3 in the direction of 
overlapping the holding members (Z1-Z2 direction, for instance) and interposed between 
the slot and the holding members, the second stopper supporting the other media at the 
second wail side from the selected recording medium when the playback device playing 
back the selected recording medium (para.0047); 
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a swing stopper 40 being movable along with the playback device in the direction 
of overlapping the holding members, and interposed between the slot and the holding 
members for holding the selected medium until the playback device clamping the 
selected medium to playback, the swing stopper being saved ( pressing member 40 does 
not touch the selected disk 0} from the selected medium w hen the playback device 
clamps the selected medium (holds disks below the transfer path of disk D) (para.0048- 
0049); and 

an auxiliary stopper 25 being movable along with the playback device in the 
direction of o verlapping the holding members, and interposed between the slot and the 
holding members, the auxiliary stopper supporting the other media at the second wall side 
(holds disks above the transfer path of disk D) the from the selected medium with the 
second stopper (para.0044-0045). 



Re claim 2: Otsuki further discloses: 

an up-down stopper 27 being movable along with the playback device in the 
direction of overlapping the holding members (lock plate 27 secures the disks held in the 
stockers), and interposed between the slot and the holding members for supporting the 
recording media held by the holding members. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS E. GARCIA whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1354. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-5pm F 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Andrea can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. E. G./ /William J. Klimowicz/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2627 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

12/15/2009 



